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SCOURGE OF FIRE
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BRAVE MEN GUARD YASHINflTONS S SAFETYi FROM
District Tire Department Acquits Itself With Honor at me Baltimore Holo

From Officials of the Afflicted From
Owners of Saved and Destroyed PropertU

Local lien Carried the Largest Comparative to
Largest Streams Hose Approval of District Authori-

ties Penalties Remitted and Reward Promised
THE WAY TO THE RAILWAY STATION ANSWERING THE CALL TO BALTIMORE
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Fire Chief W T Belt

for tho Washington Ago

went t tho aid of
Baltimore has poured

in from overy source
The appreciation of the mayor of

Baltimore and of other Monumental
City officials has ben fitly expressed

The Gomraieeioneni of the District
have thought so well of the men that
all penalties fur misde
meanor Incurred prior to the fire have
been romlttod and further reward
promised

Individual commendation ha
to the untiring energy the fearless

disregard of dangdr and IndtffaroncG to
personal comfort of the Washington
contingent

fire Chief William T Belt Is ploaaod
with tho record made fer M men at
the fire The chief himself did forty
hours continuous duty At one time
he had entire charge of the battle
against the raging flames

lie started out of We ofllce Sunday
afternoon thinking he had only a few
hours work ahoad of him He met the
requirement of the unexpected situa
tion as though thoroughly informed in
advance of what wa In store and waa
meeting tho tire under favorable condi-
tions Instead of the nxJei adverse

All Aided in Making Record
The rest of the Fire D yaftmont of

the JDVetTlct of Columbia made a record
fit to kand by that of CHlefc Bolt
Their record will stand for alt

monument to courage a5id horo
lam of Washington Areineti

So pleased was th chief with his
men Jmt he forwarded to the Commls

soon a got back to
WiijtiiQagton recotninendatlon to re-

mit tH punishment of those
vcfio were in difficulty and did
duty Baltimore

There were several of the men who
went over who doing extra duty
and furloughs had taken
array groin Th lr reward for he-

roic work will be a l nn
Fhfcrc is natiea said Chle

TeU V r did well Washington
stuck by BuHlmore jest AS Baltimore

ek by Washington In such a
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There have been criticisms of i

Baltimore fire department allowing
the fire to get headway that it
could not be controlled I think they

wholly unjust
A Lifetimes Experience

In all my fortyiodd experience
fighting fire I have never

to approach that fire V Engines
and water were powerless bofore It All
we could hope to do was to turn If n
little and aid the wind in drlvlngMt to a
point in the city where It would burn

out
Ve stuck with the fire from start to

finish We went into It at Fayette
Street and McClolland Alley and wo fin-
ished on the aide of Jones Falls
During that Imovedmy men over
twenty times

And there was where we were at a
frbm the very xJlrs We

worn In a Btrahge city and dfd
know the location of the fire plugs
In Washington I can put my finger on
any In the city Whenever I
get In any neighborhood I Just
where to order the engines

In It was different When
wo had to matte a move I had to

send locate the plugs for
us

We had plenty of water In a good
volumo and the pressure was strong
Evory now and then we would

good qtanUfbut in a little while
the fire would drive us and we
would have to run for all wo
worth

Did More Than Our Share
thing that has not been

commented op strikes as being
worthy of notice That Is the propor-
tion of Its total number of fire pieces

sent to Baltimore Out of
lire pieces we sent five which

Ip than onethird and T think no
one can find fault with that

Philadelphia sent seven out of about
forty I think and New sent
eleven out of more than

Our boys did well and I
was proud of ttictal

W had a hot time of it said Fire-
man Wiliams of No 2 As fast a
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FIREMEN OF THE DISTRICT
VVHO WENT TO ASSISTANCE

v OF FIRBSWEPT BALTIMORE
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we would get well settled In one place
we have to hook and move
back two or three squares before wo
could go to work again

We kept our horses right at the en-
gines and whenever wo had to move
wo Just plcd the nose on the reel any-
way we cfculd without trying to spool
It and hustled off to the next stopping

The horses belmvod beautifuli
Sometimes they would get a little
frlahiened but most of the time tiny
were easy tp control

r

place

I

would lip

¬

None of the boys with No 2 got
hurt seriously but nearly all of us got
Well blistered and burned Somo of us
got hit on tnc head by bricks

I never saw anything to equal the
fire In all my life We woulff be

on of those narrow little streets
when of a sudden the tire would
rush out of a fourth story window
across street anil go twin a top
window on the othor sidci In Tess time
than It takes to tell Ittho roof of the
house would be

4 i

I

IlJUn

stand-
Ing

all

I

one

this

tone

was as good to usCaS
possible VVb never suffered for food
or anything the whole time we were
there

Lively Experiences
Chief Belt and Marshal BIcber hail

ninny lively experiences while they
working with their men Chi tf Belt

over wearing his famous tan
shoes which he claimed could turn
water as well as rubber boots

loud bejt r let me get you
boots Chlgfi said his assistant Grit

I

wore

Q

Everybody

started

soma

KO 8S BIG EKGiKE
r

Fire Marshal Bieber Harrying to the Front

fin 4astthorJeft thc olSce together on
Sunday

Oh no the Chief These will
stand me all tight

Before the Chief had gone very far
his shoes got lull of water and he
had to get a pair o boots It was
a very short t time only before he had
worn out his new boots and when he
came back to worn

more pairs running around on
Und stones

Marshal Bieber went to Baltimore
wearing a brandnew ovorcoat TNTien

he saw how things were going he took
his coat to his brotherinlaw in the
Herald building and to keep

It for him The fire was then six blocks
away from the Herald

A little later Bieber thought the
iljimps would go that way so he sent
jvjmaji up to look after his

the man could get there the
Herald building was burned up

The Most Effective Streams-
It beat anything you ever says

J G In speaking of his experi-
enced The Washington cnglnea

beautifully all through The streams
they threw were larger than others
and seemed more effective

Every now and then we would get
orders to move back ouc or range of the
fire Thrift we would have to go four
blocks away before we could tq
meet the flames
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At first thro wing wa er on that fire
did about as much good as throwing sj
much gasolene on It-

Wio took our final stand just where
fire was stopped There was a new

building standing there and we bent
all our efforts to save It which we did

The owner was standing by When we
saw the fire was turned and not con-
Ing our way he said

You Washington boys did that You
my building and I Intend to r

name It the Belt Building so
will know that It was due to Cnlff

Belt and his men that it Is standing
Firemen Went to Sleep

When wo were running back from the
file at one time a man said to us
Is a Baltimore fireman in that building
He went In and sat down and I cant
him out Youd better go In after lum-
vWe went In and there was this fire

man sound asleep In a chair pick-
ed him up arid brought him ouL No
sooner had we run fifty yards farther
than the whole building we brought him
out of was In flames

Just as we passed a bank we saw
several of the officials loading mahog-
any desks and leather covered furni-
ture on a wagon While we were pass-
Ing the wagon caught fire Tlio driver
beggjid Chief Belt to put it out bit tho
situation was such that we could not
set At it The driver hod all he could
do to get his horse unhitched In time to
save him
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HIGH PRICES FOR WHALEBONE
higher

price at the prescnt time than
ever before with one excep-

tion since It has been an of com-

mercial value It Is worth 650 a pound
The seasons catch was only 50i SO

pounds whereas the New York
which Is tho greatest distributing point
for this commodity In the world de-

mands from 300000 to 100000

It has been said the prevailing
high prices are due to the formation of
a whalebone trust and a consequent
corner but real Is the

gradual disappearance of good
into tjio Inaccessible places of the Arc
tfc Seas and the consequent Inability of
the whalers to catch them

One firm in San Francisco from which
port most df thjs whalers fit out repots

W
HALEBOltEISbrinsin a

article

market

I

that Us five steam onere

non

pounds an-

nually

the onus
whales
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turned with 10000 of bone
came back with empty holds and ndthcr
brought 1SOOO pounds the
steamer which now Is wintering near
tho mouth of the Mackenzie River
Thus five ships only got 2SCOO pounds of
bone when a fair average would have
been ed000 pounds It costs 25000
to fit out one of vessels for a two

cruise the loss on venture
up Into big flsiirQjt

v-

The reprefientntivo of company in
speaking of the gradual decline In the
yearly catches said his firm would be

l rounds two

h

A
there

from Ylit

years the
atone rhos

ant

glad to sell all of its whaling steamers
for much less than cost

The locai of the whalebone
shprtaseisto compel some of tho smaller
flrins who cut bone to shut down
their shops of affairs that willlast for nearly twelve months as thenext cat jh not be available until

Whalebone of the best qnaitj comes
from the uppepJaw of the Arctic whale
The Jaw of an nrdlnarj sized what
will produce from JCOO to pounds
ofboiie though occasionally from a big
bulls jaw the whalers cut 3000
pounds The whales caught off Japan
and Hq v ire of an in
feriorjquaUty the them only
boinsr worth 150 a pound A few
New BedfOrd whalers to the

grounds but the bone
that come from the whales caught
there Is of an even quality than
those of the Soutlv Atlantic

Up to practically w
thrown awpy bj whalers but since

It hat been rising steadily In valu
until the season of vlS9IlS92 when the
highest price ever obtained 7 npounrt
was reacted Since that season the
yearly catches have been growing small-
er and smaller until this year which In
the worst on record

Whalebone Is used entirely for corsets
womenw dresses and in blgheiiiHa tail-
oring work generally md the shortage
of the nxrtlclc hA ta-
markutvjuinumerous sutistltatr nm
ifuom vceUulottl r 1b l v ruwhld i and

best substitute how-
ever made of turkey quills slit Into
strips and woven into a tape
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